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Amended AGENDA 
IDAHO WATER RESOURCE BOARD 

Board Meeting No. 12-21 
Friday, September 17, 2021 

8:00 a.m. (PST) 
 

The Inn At Priest Lake 
Main Floor Conference / Zoom Online 

5310 Dickensheet Rd 
COOLIN, ID 

 
Board Members & the Public may participate via Zoom 

Click here to join our Zoom Meeting 
 Dial in Option: 1(253) 215-8782 

Meeting ID: 969 9400 3601 Passcode: 060763 
 

1. Roll Call 
2. Agenda & Approval of Minutes 10-21 & 11-21* 
3. Public Comment 
4. Lemhi Basin Settlement Working Group Update 
5. Boise River Feasibility Study / Anderson Ranch Dam Raise  
6. Financial Report   
7. Administrative Rules*   
8. Cloud Seeding* 
9. IDFG Priest Lake Cold Water Siphon Proposal Update  
10. IDWR Adjudication Update  
11. CSRBA Forest Service Settlement*  
12. Director’s Report   
13. Non-Action Items for Discussion 
14. Next Meeting & Adjourn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Action Item: A vote regarding this item may be made this meeting.  Identifying an item as an action item on the 
agenda does not require a vote to be taken on the item. Americans with Disabilities: If you require special 
accommodations to attend, participate in, or understand the meeting, please make advance arrangements by 
contacting Department staff by email jennifer.strange@idwr.idaho.gov or by phone at (208) 287-4800. 
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Resolution No. ________________ Page 3 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the IWRB adopts and authorizes the notice 66 
and publication of the following non-fee rule chapter as a proposed rule and that it be adopted 67 
as published on July 21, 2021, in the Idaho Administrative Bulletin Vol. 21-7SE: 68 

• 37.02.04, Shoshone Bannock Tribal Water Supply Bank.69 

70 

 
 

DATED this 17th day of September, 2021. 
 

 
____________________________________ 
JEFF RAYBOULD, Chairman 
Idaho Water Resource Board 

 
 
 
ATTEST ___________________________________ 

JO ANN COLE-HANSEN, Secretary 
Idaho Water Resource Board 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





2

 The ZBR review chapter submitted for the regular September or October administrative bulletin need to go 
pending in the regular November or December bulletin.  The Omnibus rules will go pending in a special edition 
of the administrative bulletin in December.  Specific guidance pertaining to the pending process for the Omnibus 
rules will be provided after the Omnibus proposed rule bulletin publishes. 

 
 
Colby Cameron 
Bureau Chief for Regulatory and Legislative Affairs|Division of Financial Management 
Phone: 208-854-3052 
Email: colby.cameron@dfm.idaho.gov 
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Memorandum  
To:  Idaho Water Resource Board  

From:  Kala Golden 

Date: September 8, 2021 

Re: Authorization of Cloud Seeding Programs Operating in Idaho 

REQUESTED ACTION:  Consider a resolution to provide a one-year authorization of local or statewide cloud 
seeding programs operating in Idaho. 

 
Background 
Cloud seeding activities have occurred in the State of Idaho for several decades.  House Bill (HB) 266, passed by 
the 2021 Idaho Legislature, defines cloud seeding and acknowledges the Cloud Seeding Program (Program) 
developed by the Idaho Water Resource Board (Board) in cooperation with interested stakeholders is an 
innovative method of augmenting and sustaining water resources in the state.  The legislation further recognizes 
that expansion of cloud seeding operations may benefit basins throughout the state that experience depleted or 
insufficient water supplies.  
 
HB266 requires the Board to authorize local or statewide cloud seeding programs that operate within the state. 
As such, existing cloud seeding programs planning to operate during the 2021-2022 cloud seeding season must 
obtain prior authorization from the Board. Given the need for existing programs to plan and contract operations 
in preparation for upcoming winter cloud seeding season, the Board decided to authorize existing programs for 
one year and consider a more comprehensive, and possible multi-year, authorization process for subsequent 
years.   
 
Based on direction from the Board at the July regular meeting, a resolution to approve a one-year authorization 
of existing cloud seeding programs operating in Idaho was drafted for consideration at the September 17, 2021 
Board meeting.  Staff requested a brief summary of program operations from representatives of the four 
programs known to operate in the State of Idaho to inform the Board’s consideration of authorization. The 
following information is a brief summary of each program that submitted information.  
 
 
HCRCD Program | Eastern Idaho 
Program Sponsor(s):   High Country Resource and Conservation Development (HCRCD), through 
    Contributions from local public entities and local water users 
Program Operator:   Let It Snow, Inc. 
Basin(s) of Operation:   Upper Snake   
Years of Operation:   WY 1997-Present  
Program Type:    Ground Based 
Equipment Used:   Manual ground generators (25) 
Average Hours (per season):  Unknown 
Seeding Agent(s) Used:   Silver Iodide (AgI) 
Meteorological Support By:  Partnership with Idaho Power Company 
Suspension Criteria (Y/N): Yes 
 
Idaho Collaborative Cloud Seeding Program | Eastern Idaho, West Central Mountains 
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Program Sponsor(s):   Idaho Water Resource Board, local water users, Idaho Power Company 
Program Operator:   Idaho Power Company 
Basin(s) of Operation:   Upper Snake, Boise, and Wood Rivers  
Years of Operation:   Upper Snake, 2009- Present;  

Boise, 2015- Present;  
Wood, 2015- Present 

Program Type:   Ground and Airborne (all basins) 
Equipment Used:  Remote Ground Generators (Ground);  

    King Air C90 w/ Burn in Place and Ejectable Flares (Aircraft) X 3 
Average Hours (per season):  Ground— Upper Snake, 1662 
         Boise, 926 
         Wood, 608 
    Airborne—Upper Snake, 58 
           Boise, 61 
           Wood, 26 
Seeding Agent(s) Used:   Silver Iodide (AgI) 
Meteorological Support:   Idaho Power Company 
Suspension Criteria (Y/N):  Yes, ASCE guidelines  
 
Idaho Power Company | West Central Mountains 
Program Sponsor(s):   Idaho Power Company 
Program Operator:   Idaho Power Company 
Basin(s) of Operation:   Payette River 
Years of Operation:   2003- Present 
Program Type:   Ground and Airborne  
Equipment Used:  Remote Ground Generators (Ground);  

    King Air C90 w/ Burn in Place and Ejectable Flares (Aircraft) X 1 
Average Hours (per season):  Ground— 756 
    Airborne— 63 
Seeding Agent(s) Used:   Silver Iodide (AgI) 
Meteorological Support:   Idaho Power Company 
Suspension Criteria (Y/N):  Yes, ASCE guidelines  
 
State of Utah | Southern Idaho 
Program Sponsor(s):   State of Utah, Cache Water District, Bear River Conservancy District 
Program Operator:   North American Weather Consultants 
Basin(s) of Operation:   Goose Creek/Trapper Creek, Bear River  
Years of Operation:   33 
Program Type:   Ground Based 
Equipment Used:  Manual Ground Generators 
Average Hours (per season):  23  
Seeding Agent(s) Used:   Silver Iodide (AgI) 
Meteorological Support:   North American Weather Consultants  
Suspension Criteria (Y/N):  Yes, ASCE guidelines  
   
 
 
  
 
Attachments 
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1. House Bill 266 
2. Draft Resolution to authorize operation of existing cloud seeding programs 



 

Resolution No. ________________ Page 1 
 

BEFORE THE IDAHO WATER RESOURCE BOARD 
 

   
IN THE MATTER OF CLOUD SEEDING IN THE 
STATE OF IDAHO  

RESOLUTION TO DEVELOP TEMPORARY 
AUTHORIZATION OF EXISTING CLOUD 
SEEDING PROGRAMS 

 
  WHEREAS, House Bill 266 (HB 266), passed and approved by the 2021 legislature, recognized 1 

that cloud seeding has provided a unique and innovative opportunity to support sustainable water 2 
supplies for the State of Idaho, and designated the Idaho Water Resource Board (IWRB) as the agency 3 
responsible for authorization of cloud seeding programs within the State; and 4 

 5 
WHEREAS, cloud seeding activities have occurred in the State of Idaho for several decades; and 6 
 7 
WHEREAS, HB266 requires the IWRB to authorize local or statewide cloud seeding programs that 8 

operate within the State of Idaho; and 9 
 10 
WHEREAS, existing cloud seeding programs planning to operate during the 2021-2022 cloud 11 

seeding season must obtain prior authorization from the IWRB; and 12 
 13 
WHEREAS, to allow for the continued operation of existing cloud seeding programs for the 14 

upcoming season 2021-2022, the IWRB determined at its regular July meeting that it would provide a one-15 
year authorization of existing cloud seeding programs while it considers a more comprehensive, and 16 
possible multi-year, authorization for subsequent years; and 17 

 18 
WHEREAS, to provide information for the IWRB’s consideration of a one-year authorization of 19 

cloud seeding programs, IWRB staff requested a brief summary of program operations from 20 
representatives of the programs known to operate within the State of Idaho; and  21 
 22 

WHEREAS, cloud seeding program information was received for the High Country Resource 23 
Conservation and Development (HCRCD) Program, the Idaho Collaborative Cloud Seeding (Collaborative) 24 
Program, and the Idaho Power Company (IPC) Program; and 25 

 26 
WHEREAS, the HCRCD Program currently operates a manual ground generator program in the 27 

Upper Snake River Basin and has been in operation for over two decades. This program is operated by Let 28 
it Snow, Inc., and works in partnership with IPC to provide meteorological support; and 29 

 30 
WHEREAS, the Collaborative Program currently operates a comprehensive cloud program 31 

including remote ground generators and aircraft. This program operates in the Upper Snake River Basin, 32 
the Wood River Basin, and the Boise River basin, and has been in operation since 2009. Operations and 33 
meteorological support are provided by IPC; and  34 

 35 
WHEREAS, the IPC Program currently operates a comprehensive cloud seeding program including 36 

remote ground generators and aircraft. This program operates in the Payette River Basin and has been in 37 
operation since 2003. Operations and meteorological support are provided by IPC; and 38 



 

Resolution No. ________________ Page 2 
 

 39 
WHEREAS, the State of Utah currently operates a manual ground generator program in Northern 40 

Utah, with generators located in the Goose Creek and Bear River Basin’s of Idaho. Operations and 41 
meteorological support are provided by North American Weather Consultants.  42 
 43 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that, the IWRB hereby approves a one-year authorization to 44 
operate cloud seeding activities for the HCRCD Program.  45 

 46 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, the IWRB hereby approves a one-year authorization to operate 47 

cloud seeding activities for the Collaborative Program. 48 
 49 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, the IWRB hereby approves a one-year authorization to operate 50 

cloud seeding activities for the IPC Program. 51 
 52 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, the IWRB hereby approves a one-year authorization to operate 53 

cloud seeding activities for the State of Utah Program. 54 
 
DATED this 17th day of September, 2021. 

 
 
____________________________________ 
 
Jeff Raybould, Chairman 
Idaho Water Resource Board 

 
 
 
ATTEST ___________________________________ 
               

Jo Ann Cole-Hansen, Secretary      
 
 
 





Memorandum  
To: Idaho Water Resource Board (IWRB) 

From: Neeley Miller, Planning & Projects Bureau 

Date: September 8, 2021 

Re: IDFG Priest Lake Cold Water Siphon Proposal Update  

 

ACTION: No action is requested at this time 

 
Staff from Idaho Department of Fish and Game will provide the IWRB with an update on the Priest Lake Cold 
Water Siphon Proposal. 
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Memorandum  
To: Idaho Water Resource Board  

From:  Shelley Keen 

Date:  September 17, 2021 

Re:  Adjudication project updates in Northern and Southeastern Idaho 

REQUIRED ACTION:  No action required    

 
Shelley Keen and Evan Roda will present updates on the following adjudication efforts: 
 
• Final Coeur d’Alene-Spokane River Basin Adjudication (CSRBA) issues 

o 21 active objections in Basin 95 
o IDWR is working with Avista to reach agreement on how to quantify Avista’s storage 

uses.  
o Federal Reserved Claims (Tribal and USFS) 

 BIA’s claims on behalf of the Coeur d’Alene Tribe remain.  Litigation has 
been stayed to allow parties to continue mediation.  

 Parties have reached resolution to USFS federal reserved claims and are 
finalizing recommendations. 

• Filing of the Palouse River Basin Adjudication (PRBA) Directors Report and timeline 
o IDWR submitted the Director’s Report for State and Federal Reserved claims on August 

2, 2021.  The objection deadline is January 10, 2022 
• Clark Fork – Pend Oreille River Basin (CFPRBA) commencement order, appeals and timeline 

o The United States filed an appeal to the order to commence the Clark Fork-Pend Oreille 
River Basin adjudication issued on June 15, 2021.  The order is pending on appeal. 

o IDWR mailed ~5000 commencement notices to property owners in basin 97 during the 
1st full week of September 2021. 

• Bear River Basin Adjudication (BRBA) commencement order, appeals and timeline 
o The United States filed an appeal to the order to commence the Bear River Basin 

adjudication issued on June 15, 2021.  The order is pending on appeal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Memorandum  
To: Idaho Water Resource Board (IWRB) 

From: Brian Patton, Planning & Projects Bureau 

Date: September 9, 2021 

Re: CSRBA Forest Service Settlement  

 

ACTION: May be requested at the meeting 

 
Darrell Early of the Attorney General’s office will provide an update and materials on CSRBA Forest Service 
Settlement. 
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